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CHAPTER I.

THE STATE OF ETOOPE.

SHORTLY after the tragic death of the due d'Enghien, on
the 21st March, 1804, Napoleon, then first consul for
life, took measures fco induce the Trench senate to propose
his elevation to the Imperial dignity. With the senate he
found no difficulty. On the 18th May, that subservient
body declared him Emperor of the Erench. With regard to
his wish to make the title hereditary, he had recourse to a
plebiscite, the result of which was an overwhelming majority
in his favour. On the 2nd December, 1804, he was crowned,
or rather crowned himself, amidst a scene of unrivalled
pomp, surrounded by a brilliant court and by the marshals
whom he had recently appointed, The Pope himself had
been induced, or compelled, to attend the ceremony and
confer his benediction on the new sovereign.

If this revival of the sovereignty was received with
resignation, rather than with enthusiasm, by the bulk of the
populace, such was not the case with the army, It was by
his matchless military talents, and by the brilliant victories
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